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Release of Chilean Prisoners Still Only a Promise

The prisoner release tam an-
1.50 anced last e Preside

t month by Chilean President
mohet femainn more B promise than
Hity. Freedom has heen slow in coming

v e st Mujotity of prisaners, but the
eropram b oill alive.

The question of who qualifies for
wleuse han given rive to considerable
specuintion and some confusion,
Pimochet, in hiv anniversary speech on
Septembor ff, referred specifically to those
serested under the state of siege.

On Octaber 4, lateclor Minister
Rennvides dectured that 1,1 M pernons fell
into this category ax of September 11, He
nasd that I8e already had beed freed and

i L 1

thet all of the remainder, except those
upainst whom there were serious charges, :
would be relensed soon. !

Pinochet had said that the refease
program might be extended in cerinin
canes to people slready sentenced, but
Benavides curefully limited the release 10 |
detuinees upninat whom no charges had
yet been brought. Benavides would thus
uppent lo exclude an estimated 4,000
slready tried and sentenced, or charged
und swaiting trisl, Thiz lsrge group ap-
parently will not denefit from the initisl .
wage of the relesse program, but many |
may eventually be freed, pechaps in con.
Junction with 2 program of pardone and 2
Hmited amnenty, i

Early this month, the 'government
promised that all persons them wnder
detention would be freed or charged by
early November.

in ing the release

the US, has slready been released and ex-
pelled, & i

© When the government begins refcasing
persons already convicted or charged with
aerious” offensen, it is fikely 1o require
many to leave, European sod Latin
‘Americin disinclination to receive more
Chilean refugees could impede release of
individuals the government will not atlow
1o remain in Chile. :

i -Pinochet coupled his announcement
with a ‘declaration that the mifitary
government had & “moral duty” before
implemrenting its program to demand that
the USSR and Cuba offer the right ta
emigrate to an oqual number of arrested
persons or convicted prisoners. It ts clear
that he hoped to reap & propagands
harvest from the challenge but that
positive Soviet and Cuban responses are
not preconditions for the refease of
Chitean pris

Pinochet implied that only persons who
agreed 10 leave Chile would be freed. It
appears, however, that mont of those now
being released ure, in fact, being allowed
10 remaln in the couniry. Allende regime
officials will probably be exceptions.
Orlando Letelier, former ambassador 1o

1F the firnt stage winds up next month a8
acheduled and I the government by then
determines that it hus milked its chatienge
to the Cubsns and Soviets for all it ix
worth, the program may get under way in
carnest with substantial progress by

Chrintmas. -
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